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AN ALTERNATE HISTORY 6F THE
U.S. - DAKOTA WAR OF 1862




About the Author

Colin Mustful is an independent historian, author,
and publisher. His work, which includes five
historical novels, focuses on the tumultuous and
complicated periods of settler-colonialism and Native
displacement in American history. He has a Master of
Arts degree in history and a Master of Fine Arts
degree in creative writing. He is the founder and
editor of History Through Fiction, an independent
press that publishes compelling historical novels that are based on real
events and people. As a traditional publisher, he works with authors who
want to share important historical stories with the world. Mustful is an avid
runner and soccer player who lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota. He believes
that learning history is vital to understanding our world today and finding
just, long-lasting solutions for the future.

About the Novel

(“‘QLIN.WL“ A creative re-imagining of the U.S. - Dakota War of
" 1862, Reclaiming Mni Sota is an eye-opening portrayal

40 Lauhinies of one of America's most tragic, regrettable events.
MNI SQTA Told through dual narratives from each side of the
i conflict, Reclaiming Mni Sota confronts America's
history of settler-colonialism while illuminating the
personal stories and heartrending choices that men
and women, white and Native, were forced to make.
Based on real events told through descriptive detail and fully developed
characters, Reclaiming Mni Sota reveals the truth of our history while
connecting it to the present and asking readers to question how things
could have been different.




Questions to Consider

I e Why do you think the author chose to write an alternate history
of the U.S. - Dakota War of 18622 What was his goal in doing so and
do you think he accomplished it?

2 e The author admits to being a white American with no Native
American heritage, yet one of his main characters is an Ojbwe boy.
Do you believe the author wrote an authentic Ojibwe point of view?
What concerns do you have about reading a story with so much
Native heritage and history written by a white author?

3 o Waabi's bandolier bag appears throughout the novel, including
on the cover design. What is the importance of the bandolier bag to
the story?

A o The author chose to use an Ojibwe character, and relied on the
services of an Ojibwe Sensitivity Reader to tell a story about
reclaiming Dakota lands? Why do you think he did that? What was he
able to accomplish by using Ojibwe characters and culture rather
than Dakota? What concerns does it raise?

5. What did you think about the use of Ojibwe language? Did it
enhance or detract from the story? Was it blended seamlessly into the
narrative or did it trip you up?




Questions to Consider

6. Near the end of the novel, just prior to the hanging, Bagone-
giizhig gave a rather dramatic speech. What did you think of that
speech? How did it make you feel? Anger? Grief? Something else?

1. What role, if any, did Samuel and his family, and settlers like
them, play in causing the U.S. - Dakota War? If the settlers didn't

cause the U.S. - Dakota War, who did? Or, was it just an inevitable
outcome?

8. At the dinner table, Samuel's father Randolph and his brother
Thomas were discussing the American Revolutionary War? What is
the significance of this discussion? Why did the author include it in
the story?

(), Frontier settlers like Samuel and his family are often called
settler-colonialists? What does this term mean? Do you think this is a
more accurate term than just settlers?

1 D. What is the significance of the epilogue? What was the author
trying to communicate with the epilogue? What is the significance of
the U.S. - Dakota War today? What can we do to heal from this tragic
part of our history? How can we create a sense of equity from the
legacy of our history? Do we need to do anything at all?




Questions to Consider

II e The character Chibines tells a story about the death of his
brother and the adoption of his brother's killer. At the end of the
story he justifies the war against the whites by saying, "We cannot
adopt every white man to take the place of all those we've lost.” What
did this story mean and how did this story make you feel?

12 o Samuel and his fellow soldiers had a lively discussion in camp
one night about what should be done with the Indians. What did you
think of this conversation? Why did the author include it in the story?
What events in Samuel's life caused him to avoid answering the
question about what should be done with the Indians? Ultimately,
who were the victims in all this—the Native population, or the white
settlers like Samuel that lost their loved ones?




An Interview with the Author

The following is a podcast interview that has been summarized with
Al The full interview can be heard here:
https://www. historythroughfiction.com/podcast/colin-mustful

Stephanie Landsem chats with Colin Mustful

Stephanie: Can you share a bit about yourself and your previous books that led
to your current novel?

Colin: Sure, Stephanie. I discovered the history of the largest mass execution
in U.S. history while studying in Mankato, which led me to write historical
essays. To reach a wider audience, I turned to fiction, using storytelling to
make historical events more relatable. My novels cover events like the Spirit
Lake Massacre and the U.S.-Dakota War. My fourth novel, "Resisting
Removal," is about the Ojibwe, and my latest, "Reclaiming Mni Sota," focuses
on emotional truths from history.

Stephanie: Your characters Wabi and Samuel really bring empathy to both
sides of the story. How did you approach writing from a Native American
perspective?

Colin: With great care. I'm aware of cultural appropriation risks and relied on
Indigenous authors for research. I also hired a sensitivity reader, Michael
Loso, to ensure accuracy in depicting Ojibwe culture and language. It's
important for readers to critically engage with the material and seek out
diverse sources.

Stephanie: Samuel's character is very relatable. How did you develop him?




Colin: Samuel came to life through background scenes I wrote during my MFA
program. These helped me understand his family and motivations. His
character was influenced by pioneer stories and personal narratives from the
1850s.

Stephanie: Did any historical research surprise you during this project?

Colin: Yes, the extent of the atrocities committed in the name of capitalism
and manifest destiny always shocks me. For "Reclaiming Mni Sota," I learned a
lot about native culture and language, which was insightful.

Stephanie: Why do you think we're often unaware of our Native history?
Colin: It's comfortable to accept society as it is without confronting its origins.
We're improving, but understanding our past and creating a just society takes

time.

Stephanie: What would you like readers to know about your research or
approach to "Reclaiming Mni Sota"?

Colin: Readers can approach the novel without prior knowledge. It's an

opportunity to learn and be inspired to research further. The book doesn't

require judgments but invites curiosity.

Stephanie: Where can we purchase your novel and what message do you hope
readers take away?

Colin: "Reclaiming Mni Sota" is available online and in various locations,
especially in Minnesota. Signed copies are available on my website. The novel
promotes empathy and presents history from a new angle, without assigning
blame. It encourages readers to consider different perspectives on shared
tragedies.




Thank you!

To invite Colin to join your book club discussion,

please contact him at:
mnauthor@colinmustful.com



https://www.audible.com/pd/B0CDDPDY8G/?source_code=AUDFPWS0223189MWT-BK-ACX0-361451&ref=acx_bty_BK_ACX0_361451_rh_us

