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A Note about this Text. 

There exist many excellent, thorough sources regarding Minnesota history as it relates to the Dakota 
Indians and the U.S. - Dakota War of 1862.  As a historian, I have spent many years reviewing these 
sources in order to gather information so that I could write essays and novels about this important 
part of Minnesota history.  In order to further advance my understanding, and with the hope of sharing 
my work with others, I have also written many brief historical blogs.  I have decided to compile those 
blogs and essays in one document along with necessary citations, relevant images, and interesting 
discussion questions.  However, the work itself does not compare to the sources it relies on, nor is it 
meant to.  This is a broad overview, with concise materials, cut and spliced and put together in order 
to create a basic knowledge and understanding of the U.S. - Dakota War of 1862.  Although I hope 
and believe I have created a useful historical and educational tool, I encourage all readers to look 
beyond this introduction.  Discover for yourselves the resources that are available to you and find out 
what really happened and why.    
 

When necessary, I have given specific citations with page numbers to material such as direct quotes 
or numbers.  In most cases, however, the sources are listed in the bibliography or found within the 
appendix.  Everything that follows has been taken from those important and valuable sources with 
limited amounts of author commentary or arguments.   
 
Throughout the text, notice that some information is given chronologically while other information is 
placed at random.  Generally, events such as battles or treaty signings appear in chronological order 
while biographies and cultural information are arranged randomly throughout the text.  This should 
allow readers the ability read the text from front to back or to search information as necessary.     
 

I have included throughout the text excerpts from three fiction novels which I have authored.  These 
novels represent a cross-genre which utilized elements of fiction and nonfiction in order to tell the 
story of the people and events of this history.  These novels are my attempt to share with readers this 
valuable history in a manner that is compelling, informative, and entertaining.  These books are 
written so as not to distort history, but to bring it to life.  If you are interested in this history, you will 
enjoy these novels. 
 
There are many images included in the text.  Image source and/or permissions are listed within the 
captions of every image.  Those images credited to MHS were obtained through the Minnesota 
Historical Society’s Digital Image Collection.  For those images where permissions were not required 
or unobtainable, the source of such images are listed or else may be found through Creative 
Commons. 
 
A special thanks to Sean Beggin for writing an important and valuable introduction not just for this 
text, but for this history.  It is a history that is far too often overlooked, neglected, or misunderstand.  
In order to shed light on Minnesota’s complicated and tragic history, I cannot ask for a more 
appropriate, intelligent, and dedicated person than Mr. Sean Beggin to help create that awareness.         
 

I hope you enjoy and appreciate the work I have compiled based on a myriad of relevant, thorough, 
and essential sources.  If you have questions, comments, or concerns, please contact me directly via 
my website www.colinmustful.com or email, colin.mustful@gmail.com.    
 

  

http://www.colinmustful.com/
mailto:colin.mustful@gmail.com


Headings 

There are many different headings throughout the text.  Take a moment to familiarize yourself with 
those headings.   
 

Test Your Understanding - This heading refers to essential information in order to understand the 
U.S. - Dakota War and its context.  This heading includes subject matter such as treaties, causes of 
war, events, or groups of people.  I thoroughly encourage readers to know and understand the 
material within these headings. 
 

A Little Culture - Items with this heading should give readers a look at important cultural background 
within this history.  This may include religion, art, or literature. 
 

Who is that? - A popular heading, “Who is that?” refers to biographical information regarding the 
people involved in this history. 
 

I Never Knew That - This heading refers to lesser known and lesser documented parts of the U.S. - 
Dakota War and the Minnesota frontier.  This information is every bit as important, but could be 
surprising to learn.   
 

Places to Visit - The history of Minnesota is all around you, though you don’t often notice.  I 
encourage readers to look around and discover the history that surrounds you.  
 

A Personal Perspective - These are biographies with a more personal touch.  It is an attempt to 
show readers what events looked like from one perspective rather than a broad and layered 
overview. 
 

A Battle Scene - Put simply, these are brief descriptions of the battles or violent outbreaks which 
occurred throughout this history.  
 

What do you think? - After reading the material, these are questions for you to consider and discuss 
and perhaps to inspire further research. 
 

Just Imagine - A Fictional Excerpt - These are excerpts taken from fictional novels which I have 
authored.  The excerpts relate directly to the material. 
 

I want to know more! - This is the most frequent heading throughout the text.  This will direct readers 
to sources for further research.  In many cases, it includes a link to a digital source where you can 
easily access the information.  
 

Can I Visit Today? - This acts as a reminder of historically relevant places around you that you can 
visit.   
 

Who Said That? - These are direct quotes taken from primary sources.  The quotes are related to 
the material, and act to illustrate or support the information just conveyed.  
  



Synopsis of the three fiction novels included throughout this text. 
 
 

Fate of the Dakota 

In the summer of 1862, war was the only option, and 
death was the final result. 
 
Alfred Riggs was the twenty-five year old son of a 
missionary who found himself helplessly intertwined in 
the real life actions, events, and people of a harrowing, 
but largely unknown conflict in the history of Minnesota.  
Alfred grew up among the Dakota Indians of Minnesota 
and he developed a profound respect for their people and 
established a near kinship tie to their spokesman and 
leader, Little Crow.  When war broke out in the summer 
of 1862, Alfred was torn between the safety of his 
family, friends, and counterparts, and his deep 
understanding and tolerance for the grievances and 

traditions of his Indian neighbors.  As death, hate, greed, justice, and vengeance 
unfolded before him he was motivated by valor and a brazen struggle for peace 
that nearly led to his death and alienated him from his father.   
 
Throughout the story Alfred met and interacted with real life participants and 
witnesses of the war.  He shared in their struggles and sought to understand 
their perspectives.  But, rather than mitigate death and disaster, Alfred found 
himself in a number of dire situations from both sides of the war that included 
several battles and a suspenseful court hearing.  In the end, Alfred was 
helpless to quell the senseless feud between the Dakota Indians and the white 
settlers.  Ultimately, Alfred was fortunate to escape with his life and finally 
reconcile with his father.   
 
 

  



Grace at Spirit Lake 

Along the wintry landscape of a pristine and hopeful 
frontier, tragedy struck and strife followed.  
 
Joseph Campbell is a thirty-one year old, mixed-breed 
interpreter who finds himself helplessly intertwined in 
the real life actions, events, and people of a harrowing, 
but largely unknown struggle in the history of 
Minnesota.  Joseph grew up along the expanding western 
frontier and he developed an intimacy for the people and 
places along with a deep seated knowledge of the 
varying cultures and languages.  Following a massacre 
incited by Inkpaduta and the Wahpekute Indians in March 
of 1857, Joseph becomes torn between his duties as a U.S. 
Interpreter and his deep understanding, compassion, and 

kinship ties for his Dakota brethren.  Joseph struggles desperately to uphold 
the rights of the Indians while at the same time seeking to capture and punish 
the guilty party.  All the while, Joseph discovers a brooding conflict within 
himself that he longs to understand and finally overcome. 
 
The event known as the Spirit Lake Massacre of 1857 was not an isolated 
incident, but rather a deeply complicated issue that involved many conflicts and 
various parties.  Throughout the story, Joseph finds himself in the middle of 
these conflicts and parties as he constantly seeks understanding and resolution.  
Included alongside Joseph’s profound experience, is mixed a second narrative that 
follows a love story between two real-life participants who find themselves 
longing for the hope they once had and the future they still cling to.  In the 
end, Joseph cannot solve the perpetual struggle between the whites of the 
frontier and the Dakota of southern Minnesota, but the grace of one captive 
girl propels him forward as he finally discovers who he is and the value of his 
own identity.   
 
 

  



Ceding Contempt 

In Minnesota’s fading frontier the once vibrant Dakota 
Indians were compelled and coerced to cede their 
bountiful homeland to those opportunists that would 
usher in a new era.   
 
In 1851, the Dakota Indians signed the Treaties of 
Traverse des Sioux and Mendota, selling their lands west 
of the Mississippi River and effectively creating the region 
that would become the state of Minnesota.  Frank 
Blackwell Mayer, a young artist from Baltimore, traveled 
to Minnesota to witness the negotiations between the 
Dakota Indians and the United States Government.  Doing 
what he came to do, Mayer captured images of the Dakota 
Indians and the fleeting frontier through a variety of 

illustrations.  But he also found more.  He found a beautiful land and a 
burgeoning, multicultural society who sought a prosperous future.  He also 
discovered the unique and extraordinary nature of the Dakota Nation.   
 
Throughout his journey, Frank Mayer encountered many people and places that 
would become well known to Minnesota’s culture and history.  Driven by 
curiosity over the treaty negotiations and his sympathy for one Dakota boy, 
Mayer became more than just an observer.  Discovering the fraud and corruption 
within the Indian System, Mayer put aside his artistic ambitions and sought to 
expose the deceitful intentions of traders and politicians while protecting the 
friendless and impoverished Dakota Indians.  However, what he found was worse 
than he could imagine and more than he could solve.   
 

 

  



 

Introduction 
 
“The most effective way to destroy people is to deny and obliterate their own understanding of 
their history.”        - George Orwell 
 
 
During this time in history filled with “fake news”, perpetuated by social media and preying on 
primal emotions, it is especially important for people to diligently search for true news, to seek 
multiple perspectives, and to make decisions based on facts, ethics, and collective knowledge 
learned from history.  Many Minnesotans, either misinformed or uninformed, have been 
denied the opportunity to have a true understanding of our great state’s infancy. 
 
Colin Mustful has done a brilliant job of researching facts, data, personal histories, primary and 
secondary sources, and historiographies and brings the real stories to life through his fictional 
novels set in 1850’s and 60’s Minnesota.  His accompanying resource, Confronting Minnesota’s 
Past, is an easy to read, interactive tool that will help Minnesotans reclaim their history.  It can 
be read in small pieces, one episode at a time (perhaps five minutes at a time) or as one 
complete History from “cover to cover”.  Mustful offers many links to further resources, many 
of which lead to even more resources … allowing the reader to decide how deep they would 
like to investigate each topic.  Confronting Minnesota’s Past is as useful a resource to 
Minnesota’s 6th grade students as it is to college students and adults just seeking personal 
enlightenment. 
 
The next time you hear somebody making critical statements about Indian casinos, fishing or 

hunting rights, or reservation license plates, please encourage them to seek a new 

understanding of Minnesota’s history.  Confronting Minnesota’s Past and Colin Mustful’s novels 

are a great place to begin. 

 

- Sean Beggin  

 

   

 

  



 

Test Your Understanding - Minnesota Territorial Seal 

When Minnesota became a territory in 1849, it was determined that the state needed an official seal.  

Choosing such a seal was a chore given to then Territorial Governor Alexander Ramsey and 

statesman Henry Sibley.  The two considered the matter through a number of correspondences 

before finally deciding on an image and motto sufficient and appropriate for the new territory. 

 

The first design for a territorial seal was drafted in a 

Minnesota territorial congressional committee.  The design 

depicted an Indian family, with a lodge, a canoe, and 

accessories, receiving a white visitor accepting the pipe of 

peace.  The idea was to symbolize the eternal friendship of 

the two races.  However, this depiction was rejected by the 

house. 

 
 

New images were drafted and sent to Henry Sibley.  Sibley 

found only two that suited him.  He sent the images to 

Alexander Ramsey for review.  Between the two drawings, 

Ramsey selected the one which best represented the 

equilibrium of the Indian state to that of "civilization" and noted that this equilibrium, "for the present is 

our more distinctive characteristic."1  The drawing shows an Indian on horseback, lance in hand, a 

man plowing, and the stump of a tree with an ax sticking in it, and the Falls of St. Anthony in the 

background along with the setting sun. 

 

As for the motto on the seal, Governor Ramsey 

preferred "something characteristic in an eminent 

degree of American goaheadativeness - something 

suggestive of enterprise - courage - tireless 

industry."  The two finally decided on a Latin motto 

which translated to, "I wish to see what is beyond."2  

It was meant to depict the thoughts of the farmer in 

the image. 

                                                
1 William Watts Folwell, A History of Minnesota, Vol. 1, (St. Paul, MN:  Minnesota Historical Society, 1922), 460. 
2 Ibid., 462.   

Minnesota Territorial Seal by Seth Eastman, 

courtesy of Minnesota Historical Society 

(MHS) 

What do you think? 

Imagine you are creating Minnesota’s 
Territorial Seal in 1849.  How would you 
make it different?  How would you keep 
it the same? 
 



 

Test Your Understanding - The Dakota or Sioux Nation 
 

At the time of the U.S. - Dakota War, the Dakota nation was more generally known by the word Sioux.  

However, this is not a proper term.  Sioux is a French corruption of the Anishinaabe word 

"Nadowessi" which means snake or serpent.  The term was popularized by whites and the U.S. 

government who did not understand its meaning.  Some used it in the pejorative sense as a way of 

being intentionally disrespectful.  The correct term for the entire tribe is Dakota, meaning allies or 

friends. 

 

As a tribe the Dakota consists of seven bands known as the Seven Council Fires.  The bands 

are closely related in language, culture, and origin and are bound together in alliance for mutual 

protection.   The seven bands are named as follows:  Tetons, Yanktons, Yanktonais, Sisseton, 

Wahpeton, Wahpekute, and Mdewakanton.  While their languages are closely related, the Teton 

speak Lakota and traditionally have lived furthest west, while the Yankton and Yanktonais speak 

Nakota and traditionally lived across the western plains.  Within Minnesota at the time of the war 

there were four Dakota bands.  Together these four bands are called the Santee.  Among the Santee 

there exist the Upper Bands 

of Sisseton and Wahpeton 

and the Lower Bands of 

Wahpekute and 

Mdewakanton.  They have 

been called upper and lower 

because of their traditional 

locations along the upper or 

lower parts of the Minnesota 

River. 

 

I want to know more! 
 
The Territorial Seal represented a period of cultural transition in Minnesota from a place of 
Indians, French, and mixed-breeds, to one of predominantly white Americans.  Learn more 
about this transition by reading The Power of Whiteness by Bruce M. White.  The article can 
be found in Minnesota History, Volume 56, Issue 4, 1998, pages 178-197.    
 

[Cite your source here.] 

Courtesy of the North Dakota Studies Program.  State Historical Society of North 

Dakota. 

http://www.mnhs.org/market/mhspress/minnesotahistory/xml/v56i04.xml


 
 

During the war, many white writers and reporters categorized the Dakota as either "hostile" or 

"friendly."  These terms also come from a misunderstanding of the Dakota culture and people.  The 

years preceding war were characterized by increased pressure on the Dakota to give up their 

traditional ways of living and to take up farming.  This led to factionalism among the Dakota which 

played an important role during the U.S. - Dakota War.  Groups that incited hostilities were 

typically those that sought to protect the Dakota way of life that had been so threatened.  

Others followed the advice of missionaries and government officials to take up farming and 

Christianity and therefore no longer had a reason to protect a way of living they had already seen 

taken away. 

 

   

Test Your Understanding - Zebulon Pike 

and the 1805 Treaty with the Sioux 

On September 23, 1805, twenty-six year old United States 

Army Lieutenant Zebulon Pike signed the first treaty 

between the Americans and the Dakota Indians.  At the 

time there was almost no American presence in the 

northern region and it was Pike's mission to change that.  

The young Lieutenant's objectives included establishing 

friendly relations with the Dakotas and Ojibwes, to scout 

out suitable sites for military and trading posts, to 

negotiate permission from the Indians to build on those 

sites, to gather intelligence about the scope and value of 

British trade in the region, and finally to locate the source 

of the Mississippi. 

 

I want to know more! 

Find out more about the Dakota Nation and Culture by reading The Dakota or Sioux in 

Minnesota as They Were in 1834 by Samuel Pond.  Look for it on Google Books, page 

319. 
 

Lieutenant Zebulon Montgomery Pike, 

courtesy of MHS 

https://books.google.com/books?id=5yI8AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA801&dq=Minnesota+Historical+Collections+volume+12&hl=en&sa=X&ei=-YiHVOGfMYGryATprIDQDA&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false.
https://books.google.com/books?id=5yI8AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA801&dq=Minnesota+Historical+Collections+volume+12&hl=en&sa=X&ei=-YiHVOGfMYGryATprIDQDA&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false.
https://books.google.com/books?id=5yI8AQAAMAAJ&pg=PA801&dq=Minnesota+Historical+Collections+volume+12&hl=en&sa=X&ei=-YiHVOGfMYGryATprIDQDA&ved=0CCgQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false.


 
 

Establishing friendly relations with the Dakota and negotiating permission to build on suitable trading 

sites proved easy.  The Dakota welcomed the Americans as another trading partner, something that 

would increase competition and therefore act toward their advantage.  In giving up their land, they 

considered it no loss because, as the treaty stated, the Dakota retained the right to "pass and 

repass, hunt, or make other uses of the said districts as they have formerly done."3 

 

The remainder of Pike's expedition proved more challenging.  As Pike and his company continued 

north, they had no way of knowing the hardships that awaited them during winter travel.  In a letter to 

an American General, Pike complained of the cold being so severe that it froze the ink in his pen.  

The men set up winter camp near Little Falls, but had to rely on the hospitality of the North West 

Company traders.  When Pike continued his journey northward, the difficulties proved too much and 

Pike gave up, declaring Leech Lake as the source of the Mississippi. 

 

Pike was also unable to establish any sort of American dominion over the northern British presence.  

Although British officers paid Pike and his company lip service, they made no attempt abide by Pike's 

unenforceable directives.  In the end, Pike could not achieve all of his objectives and wrote in his 

journal that he and his company had been through "as many hardships as almost any party of 

Americans ever experienced by cold 

and hunger."4  However, the Sioux 

Treaty of 1805 proved to be vitally 

important toward establishing an 

American presence and led to the 

erection of Fort Snelling in 1819. 

 
 

 

A Little Culture - Bdote, the Center of Dakota Creation 

The confluence of the Minnesota and Mississippi rivers is located almost directly between the Twin 

Cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul.  Just above the confluence sits Fort Snelling, a military garrison 

built in 1819.  Since the time that Fort Snelling was built, the junction of these two rivers has become 

a major point of influence in the history of modern Minnesota.  But well before the European-

                                                
3 Zebulon Montgomery Pike, The Expeditions of Zebulon Montgomery Pike, Vol. 1, (New York:  Francis P. Harper, 1895), 

263.   
4 Mary Lethert Wingerd, North Country:  The Making of Minnesota, (Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press, 2010), 

78.   

I want to know more! 

Read the terms of the 1805 Treaty with the Sioux 

found in Appendix 3A of this text.   
 



American influence settled upon this land, the confluence of these two rivers was important and 

sacred to the Dakota people who have lived here since time immemorial.  This sacred place is 

known as Bdote Mni Sota.  Bdote literally means the junction or joining of two bodies of water and 

mni sota refers to the clarity of 

the water and its reflection of 

the sky.  For the Dakota, Bdote 

is the center of everything.  It is 

the place where thousands of 

years ago their people were 

first created by the land.  For 

many years Bdote was an 

important gathering place for 

the Dakota nation and it 

remains sacred today as both a 

place of pride and pain.   

 

Can I Visit Today? 

Bdote is located within Fort Snelling State Park and can be visited year round.  Plan 

your visit at the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources website. 

 

 

Test Your Understanding - 1837 Treaty with the Sioux 

The first major land cession treaty with the Dakota Indians was signed at Washington, D.C. on 

September 29, 1837.  A delegation of Mdewakanton Dakota traveled to Washington with the 

belief that they would be negotiating their southern boundary, but instead they were 

convinced into selling their lands east of the Mississippi River.  The treaty coincided with the 

A view of Bdote in a painting by Seth Eastman, courtesy of MHS 

I want to know more! 

To learn more about Bdote and 

what it means to the Dakota people 

as well as other important creation 

and historical places, please visit 

the Bdote Memory Map.   
 

I want to know more! 

Learn more about the Dakota nation, culture and 

history by reading Mni Sota Makoce:  The Land of 

the Dakota by Gwen Westerman and Bruce M. 

White. 
 

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/state_parks/fort_snelling/index.html
http://bdotememorymap.org/


White Pine Treaty in which the Ojibwe to the north also agreed to sell their eastern lands.  The 

motivation for the sale was brought about for two reasons.  Firstly, Wisconsin had recently become a 

territory stretching as far west as the Missouri River and they sought to extend their area of 

settlement.  Secondly, the lumber companies sought access to the rich timber in the triangle of land 

between the Mississippi and St. Croix Rivers. 

 

According to the terms of the treaty, $300,000 was 

to be invested and the interest was to be paid to 

the Dakota annually "forever."  Also, the "relatives 

and friends" of the Dakota were to receive $110,000 

while the traders were to receive $90,000 for debts 

owed.  Finally, small annual grants were to be made 

to pay for physicians, farmers, blacksmiths, and the 

materials of their respective callings.  However, 

some of the treaty terms were not met.  In 1851, 

when asked to sign the Treaty of Mendota, the 

Mdewakanton initially refused because some of the 

promised payments from the 1837 treaty had not yet 

been made. 

 

 

Test Your Understanding - The Treaty of Traverse des Sioux and the 
Treaty of Mendota 
 
In 1851, the four Dakota bands living within Minnesota Territory signed an agreement with the United 

States Government ceding their lands west of the Mississippi River in exchange for a reservation 

along the Minnesota River and annual payments.  The Treaty of Traverse des Sioux, signed July 23, 

1851, was an agreement with the Sisseton and Wahpeton Dakota.  The Treaty of Mendota, signed 

Land sold by the Dakota (blue) and Ojibwe (green) in 

1837 treaties 

I want to know more! 

Learn more about the treaties made between the United States Government and the Dakota and 

Ojibwe of Minnesota by visiting the website Treaties Matter.  Or, read the terms of the 1837 

Treaty with the Sioux found in Appendix 3B of this text.   
 

http://treatiesmatter.org/treaties


August 5, 1851, was an agreement with the Mdewakanton and Wahpekute Dakota.  The land ceded 

was more than 30 million acres and included nearly all of present day southern and western 

Minnesota, parts of Iowa and parts of South Dakota. 

 

 

Then Territorial Governor Alexander Ramsey and 

prominent fur trader and politician Henry Sibley 

negotiated the treaties.  The acting commissioner was 

Luke Lea.  Ramsey and Sibley argued that the beautiful 

and lush western lands were being underutilized and 

were of no use to the Dakota.  Settlement in the region 

was growing, and Ramsey and Sibley were anxious to 

open the lands to settlers that would plow and till 

the soil.  They further argued that the Dakota would 

benefit from a much smaller territory where they would 

be much closer with the other members of their nation.  

For the Dakota, survival had become difficult, as their 

hunting grounds were depleted through many years of 

the fur trade.  The promise of annual payments was 

attractive to the Dakota, many of whom were starving, as a way to gain the resources they needed to 

survive. 

 

The Dakota chiefs were reluctant to sell their land, but 

felt as if they had little choice.  If they had not agreed to 

sell, they might have lost their land and been left with 

nothing.  Unfortunately, for the Dakota, the terms of the 

treaties were rarely met or were unfavorable.  Avarice 

traders often inflated their claims and found ways to 

obtain the money promised to the Dakota.  Reservation 

life was difficult, denying the Dakota of their traditional 

culture and ways of living.  All these things led to poor 

conditions and discontent that eventually resulted in the 

U.S. - Dakota War of 1862. 

Land sold by the Dakota in 1851 treaties, 

Reservation land in black 

What do you think? 

Do you think the Dakota should have 
agreed to the treaties of Traverse des 
Sioux and Mendota?  What might 
have happened if they had not signed 
the treaties?  Do you think their loss of 
land to the United States Government 
was inevitable, or did the Dakota have 
other options?   
 



 

 

 

I Never Knew That - The Traders’ Paper 

On July 23, 1851, the Upper Bands of Dakota Indians signed a treaty with the United States, ceding 

their lands west of the Mississippi River.  After signing the treaty, the chiefs and headmen were then 

called upon to sign a second document known as the Traders' Paper.  According to the Traders' 

Paper, the Dakota agreed to pay their debts to the traders directly out of their annuity funds which 

they were to receive as a part of the treaty.  However, the Dakota were unaware of what they were 

signing.  Instead, they were "pulled by the blanket" and led to believe they were signing a third copy 

of the treaty itself.  When asked that the Traders' Paper be read or explained, the trader Joseph R. 

Treaty of Traverse des Sioux by Francis Millet, courtesy of MHS 

I want to know more! 

Read the actual Treaty of Traverse des Sioux which can be found in Appendix 3C of this 

text or it can be found digitally through Oklahoma State University.   Read the actual Treaty 

of Mendota which can be found in Appendix 3D of this text or digitally through Oklahoma 

State University.  Or, read the official report of the treaties written by Treaty Commissioners 

Alexander Ramsey and Luke Lea.  It can be found in Appendix 3F of this text. 
 

http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappler/vol2/treaties/sio0588.htm


Brown replied that the Indians already knew what it said and that reading the document would only 

create a disturbance. 

 

 

Although the Traders' Paper was an acknowledgment by 

the Dakota to pay their debts, it can be argued that it 

violated an act of Congress which required treaty monies 

to be paid directly to the Indian heads of family unless 

directed otherwise in open council.  Since the document 

was not read or explained, it does not necessarily 

represent an agreement made in open council.  Rather, 

the traders coerced the Indians into signing away the 

majority of their funds which they required for removal to 

their new reservation and for other provisions. 

 

 

Who said that? 

During the Investigation of Governor Alexander 

Ramsey for his conduct during the treaty 

negotiations, Chief Wahmindaynechah (The 

Orphan) was asked if the Traders’ Paper had been 

interpreted to him.  He responded by stating, “It 

was not explained to me at all.  I was pulled by the 

blanket, and made to sign it.”5   

 

 

Who is that? - Little Crow/Taoyateduta 

Little Crow, or Taoyateduta (His Red Nation), was the Chief or Spokesman for the Mdewakanton 

tribe of the Dakota Nation from 1849 until 1862.  Little Crow played a prominent political role in the  

                                                
5 33 Congress, 1 Session, Senate Executive Documents, no. 61, (serial 699), 177.    

During the signing of the Treaty of Traverse 

des Sioux, Joseph R. Brown sat near the 

Treaty signing and instructed the Dakota to 

sign a second document known as the 

Traders' Paper.  Courtesy of MHS 

I want to know more! 

Read the Traders’ Paper, which can be found in 

Appendix 2C of this book.  

 
 

What do you think? 

Did the Traders’ Paper create an 

environment of mistrust between 

the Dakota Indians and the white 

and mixed-breed traders?  If so, 

how did the Traders’ Paper play a 

role in the U.S. - Dakota War of 

1862? 

 


